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- Resilience Theory

- How can archaeology contribute?

- What would we do?
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Resilience Theory

Cursive relations between transformations in 
systems/populations and their changing 
environments 
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Resilience Theory

Holling & Gunderson 2002

Cursive relations between 
transformations in systems/populations 
and their changing environments

How do systems/populations act and 
react in rapidly changing environments.

Naturally interdisciplinary 

Dimensions of social resilience:
- Coping Capacities
- Adaptive Capacities
- Transformative capacities

Resilience and vulnerability analysis

A disguised form of Systems Theory?
Adaptive Cycle



Provides a cross-disciplinary framework 
to study how social groups act in 
changing environments (and crises)

Resilience Theory

Kwok 2016
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Resilience Theory and Archaeology

- Resistance to RT as a full methodological 
package

- Heuristic value in associated concepts
- Revision of many ‘collapses’ in archaeology 

as ‘transformations’

1776-
1788
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Resilience Theory and Archaeology

How can archaeology contribute to Resilience 
Thinking?

1. Analyses of global challenges and resilience in 
the past

2. Transformation in archaeological landscapes and 
materials on multiple temporal scales

3. Heritage Community ResilienceMai 2020



Pathways to the Present and Resilience: what would we do?
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What would we do?

Archaeological Time:
Material Culture Change

More than 5000 years of material change

Biographical approach

Monumental places cope, adapt and
transform in relation to their enviroment
on different temporal scales

Many of the dimensions of social and
material resilience are played out on 
longer temporalities



PROJECT??
ENGAGING IN LANDSCAPE FUTURES!



Landscape futures….

Building on the basis of 
1 Environmental Act: area-specific approach
2 European Landscape Convention (ELC)
- ‘carrying capacity’ of the landscape character
3    The BBO program

- adding ecology to the interdisciplinary
approaches

4  Landscape biography: 
- now looking at transformations

from a resilience perspective



….and connect it to 
“Heritage Community Resilience” 

• a target and a process in which cultural heritage supports the 
building of a community able to prevent, cope with and 
recover from disturbances and/ or disasters:

 FARO: the social and connecting value of heritage and 
the importance of participation by society



…in the context of the transformation on our
doorstep

Nationale omgevingsvisie (NOVI) Coming years
• Construction of c. 1 million houses;
• Transformation towards renewable

energy sources;
• Adaption to climate change;
• Development of a circular economy;
• Transformation towards circular

farming.

 All within the same landscape!



Archaeology is in an excellent position to shape 
narratives on global challenges

Social Resilience is an important concept to do so:

1. Analyses of global challenges and resilience in 
the past

2. Transformation in archaeological landscapes and 
materials on multiple temporal scales
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Archaeology is in an excellent position to shape 
narratives on global challenges

Social Resilience is an important concept to do so:

1. Analyses of global challenges and resilience in 
the past

2. Transformation in archaeological landscapes and 
materials on multiple temporal scales

3. Heritage Community Resilience

Any Ideas??Thank you !!
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